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Looking back and looking ahead
The society’s Annual General Meeting of members was held on 
Thursday 6th April.  Both the President and Treasurer spoke of 
the successful year of concerts in 2016.  Musically, the variety 
of ensembles and the standard of the performances were 
much appreciated by the audience.  Financially, the support 
of the City of Greater Geelong, Creative Victoria (through its 
Guarantee Against Loss), our donors and our audience meant 
that the six concerts delivered a profit.  This enabled the society 
to contribute to the community by sponsoring the first prize of 
$2000 in the regional section of the Australian Youth Classical 
Music Competition (AYCMC), and provide a workshop for 
advanced string players given by William Hennessy.  The full 
Minutes of the meeting, including the reports and financial 
statements, will be available on the society’s website.
Unfortunately, two members have retired from the committee.  
Wendy Galloway is now heavily committed to the Geelong 
Symphony Orchestra, the AYCMC and the Geelong Friends of 
the MSO.  She has been a vibrant member of the committee, 
and a wonderful link with other music groups in Geelong and 
has co-ordinated the numerous string workshops conducted 
by the Melbourne Chamber Orchestra.  The society made a 
presentation to thank Wendy for her contribution to the society.
Peter Horan has also retired after more than eight years as a vital 
member of the committee and its first president, a position he 
held for five years.  He will devote more of his time and IT skills 
to the AYCMC – our loss is their gain.  In recognition of Peter and 
Jenny’s huge contribution to the establishment and growth of 
the society, Peter was awarded Life Membership of the society, 
and Jenny Honorary Membership. 
All the other members of the executive and committee were 
re-elected and we are delighted that Judith Trimble has also 
joined the committee.  Judith was an architect and historian at 
Deakin University, and has also been closely associated with the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens.  We welcome her to the committee 
and value her varied experience in the community and her 
enthusiasm for the concerts.
I want to thank all the members of the committee.  They are 
committed, thoughtful, efficient and skilled, and together we 
have enjoyed the experience of devising the series, engaging 
the artists and then enjoying the thrill of the live performances 
with our wonderful audience.  We have already arranged some 
special treats to celebrate our tenth anniversary in 2018.  We 
hope you will share them with us.

Helen Jordan President

ANAM Orchestra with Richard Tognetti - Friday 12 May
About 70 young musicians from the Australian National 
Academy of Music will present the second concert in our 2017 
Series. The academy is in its 23rd year and in the words of 
Artistic Director, Nick Deutsch, "The point of difference between 
ANAM and other training institutions is that at ANAM, our 
visiting artists - all musical titans - not only instruct our young 
musicians, they share the stage with them as colleagues."

What a thrill it will be for these young musicians to collaborate 
with Richard Tognetti. Richard is best known as the Artistic 
Director and leader of the Australian Chamber Orchestra, 
recognised world wide as an innovative and virtuoso ensemble. 
He will direct the ANAM orchestra in contemporary works by 
Penderecki and Jonny Greenwood, the latter being the guitarist 
and keyboardist from the alternative rock band Radiohead. The 
second half will go back in time to Brahms' first symphony.

This is the largest group of musicians GCMS has presented and 
promises to be an exciting concert, fuelled with the enthusiasm 
of these exceptional young musicians. Tickets are selling fast! 

Review: Latitude 37
Baroque Trio, Latitude 37, presented an intense glimpse 
into 17th & 18th Century chamber music to an attentive 
capacity audience as the first of five Geelong Chamber Music 
Society concerts for 2017. Playing traditional instruments 
Julia Fredersdorff, violin, Laura Vaughan, viola da gamba, and 
Donald Nicolson, harpsichord gave authoritative performances 
of music by Couperin, Rameau, Marais, Rebel and Leclair. The 
trio's balance of sonorities, virtuosity, and clarity of essential 
ornamentation held the listeners captive for nearly two hours.  

Stand-out works were Marais' music based on a tolling bell 
motive, which not only allowed for variation and elaboration, 
but suddenly shifted to new key levels. The Rebel sonata was full 
of imaginative exploration of basic materials, inclding an earthy 
final dance.  The Leclair sonata pointed to a more modern style, 
producing delicate ensemble and Italianised titles to the four 
movements.  The propensity for giving names  - Les Barricades 
Mysterieuses, La Timide and Tambourins - gave way to using 
dance titles such as Allamande, Courante and Gavotte, and kept 
listeners on their imaginative toes throughout this exacting 
musical feast.               Malcolm John

4 concert subscriptions still available!  A great saving for great 
music! Available at the door on May 12 or phone 5243 6931.



Geelong Gallery

GCMS has a new cross-
publicity arrangement with 
the Geelong Gallery which 
provides information for 
members of both societies. 
Upcoming events, exhibitions 
and anything of interest at 
the Gallery will appear on our 
website and newsletter. In turn 
our concert information will be 
in the Gallery.

The Geelong Gallery is well worth a visit if you are not familiar 
with it. You may even like to become a member!

MET Opera at The Pivotonian
The season continues with Dvorak's Rusalka on April 22. Check 
the Pivotonian website for session times.
www.pivotcinema.com.au

Australian Youth Classical Music Competition
This national and regional competition has been running 
since 1991 when it began as the Geelong Advertiser Music 
Competition.  It has been a great starting point for many 
intrumentalists, spawning very successful careers here and 
overseas.
Regional contestants are auditioned by a panel of expert 
musicians choosing ten semi-finalists and then four finalists. 
National entrants are selected via a submitted CD, and a panel 
of experts will choose ten semi-finalists, three of whom will go 
through to the finals concert.
It's a great opportunity for Geelong to host this competition and 
a great chance for audiences to hear and support young talent. 
Come along to one of the finals concerts - or attend all three! 
These young artists deserve your applause.
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REGIONAL FINALS CONCERT - Sunday 4 June 2pm
McAuley Hall - Sacred Heart College

NATIONAL SEMI- FINALS CONCERT - Saturday 22 July 2pm
NATIONAL FINALS CONCERT - Sunday 23 July 2pm

Keith Humble Centre - Geelong College
Tickets at the door or from GPAC

Please be part of the audience and encourage our young talent

Concert Diary
• Sunday 30 April 3pm   
 Tom Healey plays the organs of Geelong Grammar
 Admission Free.  Enquiries 03 5273 9275
• Tuesday 9 May 10am
 Emma Black & Caroline Almonte - Melbourne Recital Centre
 Musica Viva Coffee Concerts
• Friday 12 May 7.30pm
 ANAM Orchestra / Richard Tognetti - McAuley Hall Sacred Heart
 Brahms 1st Symphony
• Tuesday 27 June 10am
 The Consort of Melbourne - Melbourne Recital Centre
 Musica Viva Coffee Concerts
• Friday 18 August 7.30pm
 Arcadia Winds - McAuley Hall Sacred Heart College
 Ravel's Le Tombeau de Couperin and the Sextet by Beethoven
• Friday 25 August 8pm
 Geelong Symphony Orchestra - Costa Hall
 Fabián Russell leads Beethoven's 7th and more

 see our website for more

Music at the Basilica

9th Annual
Festival of Sacred Music

Festival of Sacred Music
Music at The Basilica presents their 9th annual festival in 
Geelong's historic churches. The program of concerts and 
workshops begins on Friday 5 May and runs over the entire 
weekend. St Mary's, St Paul's and Wesley church will host a 
variety of performances by local and international artists.

Details at www.musicatthebasilica.org.au


